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had worked anywhere for three months in the pre-
vious year would be exempt! The Kenya adminis-
tration could do no other than accept this view,
which was officially stated in this country to be per-
fectly sound. Indeed, Lord Milner, in the House of
Lords, stated that it was the view of the British
Government that three months' labour by a native
on his own land should suffice to free him from
compulsory labour on State projects. As Mr.
M'Gregor Ross points out, the acceptance of this
view by Lord Milner " created consternation in the
Colony and rendered the Ordinance largely useless
as a stimulus to the supply of wage-earners."1
Every one saw that any native would be able to
satisfy the Court that he had worked somewhere for
three months during a period of twelve months,
whereas the intention of the proposed amendment
was to enforce the labour of all those natives who
could not produce a registration certificate showing
that they had worked for wages for white men during
the preceding twelve months. In this way the legis-
lation was torpedoed, and the fundamental clause has
ever since remained a dead letter.
In the colonial history of Great Britain there
are two features which often recur. Our states-
men in Whitehall have often quite obstinately em-
barked upon a policy as to the dangers of which they
have been fully warned by a minority of experienced
observers. But happily it has as often happened
1 Kenya from Within, by W, M'Gregor Ross, p. 109.